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A  LONG  WAY  TO  GO,  BUT  A  STEP  IN  THE  RIGHT 
DIRECTION:  THE  PRESIDENT’S  BUDGET  REQUEST  FOR 

INDIAN  COUNTRY 

We  will  do  our  jxirt.  You  have  suffered  from  neglect,  and  you  know  that  doesn  7  work.  You  have  also 
suffered  from  the  tyranny  of  patronizing,  inadequately  funded  government  programs,  and  you  know  that 
doesn't  work.  .  .  We’re  not  coming  from  Washington  to  tell  you  exactly  what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it, 
we’re  coming  from  Washington  to  ask  you  what  you  want  to  do,  and  tell  you  we  will  give  you  the  tools 
and  the  .support  to  get  done  what  you  want  to  do  for  your  children  and  your  future. 


The  Presi(Jent's  Fiscal  Year  2001  (FYOl )  budget 
proposes  to  address  the  dismal  legacy  of  unful¬ 
filled  federal  promises  in  Indian  Country  with  an 
infusion  of  $1.2  billion  in  new  resources.  The 
$9.4  billion  total  package,  if  enacted,  would  repre¬ 
sent  a  14  percent  increase  over  FY(X).  President 
Clinton  announced  his  initiative  in  his  State  of  the 
Union  speech,  saying  “We  should  begin  this  new 
century  by  honoring  our  historic  responsibility  to 
empower  the  first  Americans.’' 

For  Indian  education,  the  proposal  includes  $300 
million  (1009^  increase)  to  repair  and  build  new 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  schools.  BIA 
school  modernization  is  long  overdue.  Buildings 
are  old  and  decaying,  the  result  of  chronically 
deferred  maintenance  brought  on  by  years  of 
underfunding.  This  system  is  inadequate  to  meet 
the  educational  needs  of  a  rapidly  growing  popu¬ 
lation  of  school  age  children. 

About  90  percent  of  Indian  children  attend  local 
(i.e.  non-BIA)  public  schools.  The  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  has  an  obligation  to  help  these  local  edu¬ 
cation  agencies  financially  to  ensure  quality  edu¬ 
cation  for  Indian  children  and  to  compensate  for 
the  lack  of  tax  revenues  from  nearby  reservations. 


President  Clinton,  July  1999, 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  South  Dakota. 

The  plan  would  provide  $50  million  in  grants  for 
renovations  to  public  schools  whose  student  bod¬ 
ies  are  made  up  of  at  least  50  percent  Native 
American  students  who  live  on  Indian  land,  $92.8 

(continued  on  page  2) 


You  Can  Help 


In  March,  the  House  and  TlffllfPlf' 

Senate  budget  committees  will  ^ 

be  dividing  the  federal  budget 
pie  among  the  thirteen  appropriations  subcom¬ 
mittees.  Then  the  resolutions  will  be  debated 
and  voted  upon  by  each  chamber.  After  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  House  and  Senate  budget 
resolutions  are  reconciled  and  approved  (usu¬ 
ally  by  April),  the  House  and  Senate  Interior 
appropriations  sub-committees  will  begin  con¬ 
sidering  how  they  will  divide  the  funds  that 
have  been  allocated  to  them  by  the  budget  res¬ 
olution. 

Please  contact  your  representative  and  senators 
today.  Urge  them  to  speak  out  for  fulfilling 
the  federal  trust  responsibility  to  Native 
American  tribes.  Ask  them  to  meet  or  exceed 
the  President’s  full  budget  request  for  Indian 
programs. 
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Long  Way  to  Go  {continued  from  pmge  1) 

million  (509^  increase)  for  Indian  program  fomiula 
grants  to  local  education  agencies,  and  $15  million 
(50%  increase)  for  staffing  schools  with  high  percent¬ 
ages  of  Native  American  students.  In  addition,  new 
funds  would  be  committed  to  recruiting  and  training 


Key  Committee  Members 

Republicans:  plain  text;  Democrats:  italics 

House  Budget  Committee:  Kasich  (OH) 

(Ch.),  Chambliss  (GA),  Shays  (CT),  Herger 
(CA),  Franks  (NJ),  Smith  (MI),  Nussle  (lA), 
Hoekstra  (Ml),  Radanovich  (CA),  Bass  (NH), 
Gutknecht  (MN),  Hilleary  (TN),  Sununu  (NH), 
Pitts  (PA),  Knollenberg  (MI),  Thombeiry  (TX), 
Ryun  (KS),  Collins  (GA),  Wamp  (TN),  Green 
(WI),  Fletcher  (KY),  Miller  (CA),  Ryan  (WI), 
Toomey  (PA),  Spratt  (SC),  McDermott  (WA), 
Rivers  (MI),  Thompson  (MS),  Minge  (MN), 
Bentsen  (TX),  Davis  (FL),  Weygand  (Rl), 
Clayton  (NO,  Price  (NC),  Markey  (hAA), 
Kleczka  (WI),  Clement  (TN),  Moran  (VA), 
Hooleif  (OR),  Lucas  (KY),  Holt  (Nj),  Hoeffel 
(PA),Baldivin(WI) 

Senate  Budget  Committee:  Domenici  (NM) 
(Ch.),  Grassley  (lA),  Nickles  (OK),  Gramm 
(TX),  Bond  (MO),  Gorton  (WA),  Gregg  (NH), 
Snowe  (ME),  Abraham  (MI),  Frist  (TN), 

Grams  (MN),  Smith  (OR),  Lautenberg  (NJ), 
Hollings  (SC),  Conrad  (ND),  Sarbanes  (MD), 
Boxer  (CA),  Murray  (WA),  Wyden  (OR), 
Feingold  (WI),  Johnson  (SD),  Durbin  (IL) 

House  Interior  Appropriations 
Subcommittee:  Regula  (OH)  (Ch.),  Kolbe 
(AZ),  Skeen  (NM),  Taylor  (NC),  Nethercutt 
(WA),  Wamp  (TN),  Kingston  (GA),  Peterson 
(PA),  Young  (FL),  Dicks  (WA),  Murtha  (PA), 
Moran  (VA),  Cramer  (AL),  Hinchei/  (NY), 

Obey  (WI) 

Senate  Interior  Appropriations 
Subcommittee:  Gorton  (WA)  (Ch.),  Stevens 
(AK),  Cochran  (MS),  Domenici  (NM),  Burns 
(MT),  Bennett  (UT),  Gregg  (NH),  Campbell 
(CO),  Byrd  (WV),  Leahy  (VT),  Hollings  (SC), 
Reid  (NV),  Dorgan  (ND),  Kohl  (WI), 
Feinstein  (CA) 


5(X)  new  Indian  school  administrators  and  10(X)  new 
Indian  teachers. 

For  law  enforcement,  the  plan  would  provide  $439 
million  (31%  increase)  for  additional  personnel,  equip¬ 
ment,  and  facilities,  crime  prevention  programs,  and 
increasing  the  capacity  of  tribal  courts.  A  recent 
Department  of  Justice  report  shows  that  American 
Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  suffer  from  the  highest 
violent  crime  victimization  rates  in  the  country. 

For  health  care,  the  plan  provides  $2.6  billion  for  the 
Indian  Health  Service  (10%  increase)  and  increased 
funding  for  contract  support  costs.  Recent  health  indi¬ 
cators  from  Indian  Country  show  above-average  pre¬ 
mature  death  rates  and  tuberculosis  rates.  The  preva¬ 
lence  of  diabetes  among  Indians  20-65  years  of  age  is 
three  times  the  rate  of  non-Hispanic  whites.  Contract 
support  costs  are  essential  for  building  the  capacities 
of  tribes  to  manage  their  own  health  care  systems. 

The  proposal  also  includes  funds  for  economic  devel¬ 
opment  initiatives,  including  $349  million  (50% 
increase)  to  repair  reservation  roads  and  bridges,  a  new 
$49  million  public  works  planning  and  infrastructure 
initiative,  and  $53  million  for  the  Environmental 
Protection  Agency’s  General  Assistance  Program  for 
tribal  environmental  programs. 

Much  Needed  Refreshment 
After  a  Long  Drought. 

These  new  initiatives,  if  enacted,  would  provide  a 
much  needed  down  payment  toward  fulfilling  the 
federal  government’s  trust  responsibility  to  Native 
Americans.  The  federal  trust  responsibility  is  the 
legal  commitment  that  the  U.S.  government  made  to 
Indian  tribes  when  they  ceded  their  lands  to  the 
United  States.  This  commitment  is  codified  in 
treaties,  federal  policies,  judicial  decisions,  presiden¬ 
tial  directives,  and  international  laws  describing  the 
responsibilities  of  trusteeship. 

Yet,  despite  these  promises  and  the  tremendous  unmet 
needs  in  Indian  Country,  the  federal  government  has 
largely  failed  to  uphold  its  end  of  the  bargain.  A 

(continued  on  page  3) 
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Long  Way  to  Go  (continued  from  page  2) 

recent  Congressional  Research  Service  study  found 
that  overall  Indian-related  spending  in  most  areas,  cor¬ 
rected  for  inflation,  has  declined  since  1979  (chart, 
page  4).  The  survey  covered  federal  programs  that  are 
specifically  dedicated  to  fulfilling  the  federal  trust 
responsibility  to  the  tribes  (e.g.  for  housing,  education, 
job  training,  trust  management,  health  care,  etc.). 
Although  spending  trends  have  improved  for  some  of 
these  programs  in  recent  years,  the  rate  of  growth  in 
spending  has  lagged  far  behind  the  rate  of  growth  in 
overall  federal  spending  for  non-Indian  programs.  FY 
2000  spending  levels  for  most  Indian  programs  remain 
below  the  spending  levels  of  the  late  1 970s  in  real 
(inflation-adjusted)  terms. 

A  truly  “needs-based”  budget  for  Indian  Country 
would  be  much  larger  than  even  the  President’s 
request.  As  Kevin  Cover,  Assistant  Secretary, 
Department  of  the  Interior,  observed:  "For  too  long, 
the  needs  of  the  American  Indian  people  were  ignored, 
and  that  neglect  has  created  problems  that  are  difficult 
to  solve  and  expensive  to  fix.  This  budget  will  not  fix 
them.  Even  this  budget  is  dzvarfed  by  the  great  needs 
in  Indian  Country." 

Examples  of  the  magnitude  of  the  needs  in  Indian 
Country  include  the  following: 

■  The  Tribal  Working  Committee  on  Policy  and 
Appropriations  estimates  that  in  order  for  the  BIA 
to  fulfill  its  various  mandates,  its  budget  would 
need  to  be  increased  to  $7.4  billion  (compared  to 
the  $1.9  billion  appropriated  for  FYOO). 

■  The  Indian  Health  Service  (IHS)  estimates  that  it 
would  take  an  additional  $15  billion  to  bring  IHS 
facilities  and  services  up  to  modem  standards  that 
are  comparable  to  those  found  elsewhere  in  the 
country. 

■  The  General  Accounting  Office  estimates  that  $754 
million  is  needed  to  repair  or  replace  185  BIA 
schools  (compared  to  $133  million  appropriated  in 
FYOO).  Many  BIA  schools  do  not  meet  modem 
health  and  safety  standards  and  lack  room  for 
rapidly  growing  classes. 


Brought  to  You  by... 

The  preparation  and  publication  of  the  FCNL 
Indian  Report  is  funded  entirely  through  the 
generous  gifts  of  individuals  like  you. 

You  can  support  the  ongoing  work  of  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  by 
making  a  donation  today.  All  contributors  regu¬ 
larly  receive  the  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter 
and  the  Indian  Report. 

Your  gift  makes  our  Quaker  witness  possible. 


■  The  BIA  estimates  that  over  $4  billion  is  needed  to 
repair  roads  on  reservations  (compared  to  the  $232 
million  appropriated  in  FY(X)). 

Significant  shortfalls  remain  in  other  program  areas, 
as  well. 

Despite  the  significant  gaps  between  the  needs  in 
Indian  Country  and  the  resources  provided  by 
Washington,  the  President’s  budget  request  represents 
an  important  step  in  the  right  direction  and  deserves 
the  support  of  Congress.  ■ 


Make  Your  Voice  Hea 

Senator  _ 

U.S.  Senate 

Washington,  D.C.  20510 

Representative  _ 

U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  D.C.  20515 

Capitol  switchboard:  202-224-3121 
Congressional  web  sites  and  e-mail  addresses: 
http:  /  /  www.senate.gov 
http:  /  /w^w.house.gov 


Make  letter-writing  easy.  Use  the  Legislative 
Action  Center  on  FCNL's  web  site  <www.con- 
gress.nw.dc.us/ fconl/>. 
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The  Indian  Report  is  a  publication 
of  the  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  (FCNL). 
FCNL  policy  emphasizes  upholding 
treaty  rights,  insuring  the  fulftllment 
of  the  federal  trust  responsibility, 
and  assuring  the  right  of  Native 
American  communities  to  self- 
determination.  We  seek  to  be  guided 
by  the  views  of  Indian  Tribes,  com¬ 
munities  and  organizations  across 
the  country.  The  following  individu¬ 
als  contributed  to  this  issue;  research 
and  writing  -  Ned  Gignoux.  Ned 
Stowe;  editing  -  Florence  Kimball; 
production/circulation  -  Florence 
Kimball,  Chrysanthi  Settlage;  desk¬ 
top  publishing  -  Carole  Thieme. 


Trends  in  Federal  Funding  for  Key  Indian  Programs 
FY1975  —  FY2000 


/  \  / 


funding  with  IHS  funds  included 

funding  for  key  Indian  programs  excluding 
Indian  Health  Service  (IHS)  funds 


1975  1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986  1987  1988  1989  1990  1991  1992  1993  1994  1995  1996  1997  1998  1999  2000 

EST  EST 

Fcxitnotes;  Funding  for  the  follow  ing  programs  is  included  in  these  data;  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Office  of  the  Special  Trustee  for  Native  Americans. 
Indian  Health  Serxice.  Office  of  Indian  Education  (Department  of  Education),  Indian  Housing  Development  Program  (Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development).  Administration  for  Native  Americans.  Indian  and  Native  American  Employment  and  Training  (Department  of  Labor).  These  programs 
accounted  for  two-thirds  to  three-quarters  of  all  Indian-related  spending  by  all  government  agencies  during  this  period. 

Source:  Congressional  Research  Sen  ice,  “Inciian-ReUaed  Federal  Spending  Trends,  FYI975-FY2()()0,"  March  2,  1999. 


Reprinting  Indian  Report  Items 


We  encourage  our  readers  to  copy  and  distribute  items 
from  FCNL's  Indian  Report.  When  doing  so,  please 
include  the  following  credit; 

"Reprinted  from  the  Indian  Report,  [issue  #,quarter  and 
year]  published  by  the  Friends  Committee  on  National 


Legislation." 

We  would  very  much  appreciate  your  sending  us  a 
copy  with  a  brief  note  indicating  how/ where  the  item 
was  used  and  the  approximate  numbers  of  copies 
distributed. 


